
Read Well Kindergarten Magazines Video Script 

What is a magazine? 

During your child’s kindergarten small group reading instruction time, they are 

practicing their skills using a variety of books, reading papers, and what we call 

magazines. This is an example of a Read Well magazine.  These come home at the 

end of every unit (hold up magazine). Students read a page or two from the 

magazine every day during their small group instruction time. The magazine is a 

great tool for you to use at home when you practice reading with your child.  This 

video will give you a brief explanation of some of the routines we do with the 

magazine in class and will show you how to use the magazine when practicing 

reading with your child at home.  

The Cover Page 

The cover page of every magazine has your child’s unit listed at the top, and their 

new letter or sound will be in the center of a track of sounds or words they 

already know. (show cover 3, 4, 5) The track comes in various shapes, it can be a 

square, circle, or figure 8, and your child’s job is to point to each picture, word, or 

letter and read around the track. If the track has a picture, your child should name 

the picture.  If the track has a word, your child should read the word.  For a letter, 

your child should say the sound-for both upper and lower case letters 

(demonstrate).  Gray boxes indicate where the tricky words are on the track.  

Tricky words are words that cannot be sounded out or smooth blended. 

Decoding Practice Pages 

The next 4 pages of the magazine are titled Decoding Practice 1 through 4. They 

all have small text at the top that indicate activities we do with materials in class. 

You can ignore the small text and pictures. The lower half of the pages will have 

symbols on the side such as flowers, smiley faces, hearts, and apples. (Show) 

These are the rows or columns that you can have your child read to you.  

Smooth and Bumpy Blending 

The first section I am going to show you in this video is called Smooth and Bumpy 

Blending.  First, your child will bumpy blend a word.  You’ll see there are boxes 

under the letters in the word.  Have your child touch each box and say the sound 



(demonstrate m-e in 3). Next, your child will smooth blend the same word.  You’ll 

see there are smooth blending loops under the word.  Your child should put their 

tracking finger at the beginning of the loop and follow under the sounds as they 

smooth blend, holding each slow sound for 2 seconds (demonstrate me in 3).  

Smooth Blending 

The next section I’m going to show you in this video is called Smooth Blending.  In 

this section, you’ll see dots under certain letters in each word.  When you see 

this, have your child touch the dot and say the sound for the letter, and then have 

your child smoothly sound out the word and finally, have your child say the word.  

(demonstrate Sam in 5) 

Accuracy and Fluency Building 

This next section I’m going to show you is called Accuracy and Fluency Building.  

You’ll see it often in later units, but you’ll see it in early kindergarten units too.  

You’ll see that parts of the word will be underlined or you might see those dots 

we talked about earlier under portions of the word.  This helps students to focus 

on different or difficult parts of the word before they tackle the whole word. If 

you see underlined parts of the word, your child should put their tracking finger 

under the underlined part and smooth blend just the underlined part first, then 

smooth blend the whole word (demonstrate near in 13).  

Tricky Words 

Most decoding pages contain a row or column of tricky words (show). These are 

words that cannot be smooth blended, and the goal is that your child should 

know them right away when they see them. Tricky words are often hard for 

students, so we constantly work on them in class. In the Tricky Words section, the 

I and A are pronounced as words- “I” and “uh.”  We pronounce A as “uh” so that 

we have one consistant way of saying this tricky word. 

Decoding Practice Page 3 

Decoding Practice page 3 is always a game. Sometimes it’s a chutes and ladders 

type board game and sometimes it’s a bingo type board game. (show 12 and 13). 

You can play these games however you like, as long as your child is reading the 

words on the board. For the bingo game, you can make cards for your child to 



read and then find the word on the board, or you can choose words for them to 

read and then cover or cross out to get bingos. 

Tracking 

Another practice option throughout the magazine is to take turns reading the 

words to your child and listening to your child read them to you. When you are 

reading the words, your child should be doing what we call tracking along. That 

just means that they are pointing along with you while you read. This is something 

they are required to do daily in class because it keeps their eyes focused on the 

words on the page and gives them additional practice reading the words silently 

along with you.  At this age, tracking is a *crucial skill*. 

Extra Practice Fluency Passages 

At the end of every magazine, there are 3 Extra Practice Fluency Passages. These 

are wonderful stories for your child to read and reread aloud over and over, 

because rereading of familiar stories will help to build reading fluency. So that we 

can track reading progress throughout kindergarten, we test our students at the 

end of every Read Well unit. When students reach Read Well Unit 6, we test for 

reading fluency.  We also check to see how accurate their reading is (or how many 

words they read correctly).   It’s important that students can read the passage 

fluently and with no more than 1 error.  The more they practice the can get 

reading aloud, the better. 

Keep Practicing! 

A good idea for continued practice is to keep your child’s magazines in a safe 

place so they can go back a re-read previous magazines for improved accuracy 

and fluency. 

As always, if you have any questions about how to use the magazine at home to 

practice with your child, please contact your child’s kindergarten teacher. Thanks 

for watching! 

 

 


